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About the 
Conference

Why You 
Should  
Attend

Here’s  
What  
Others  
Have Said…

The 24th Annual Tire Industry Conference 
will focus on ever-changing facets of the tire 
industry, including the latest design and per-
formance, regulatory issues, technology and 
global competition and the resultant conse-
quences to the tire and automotive manufac-
turers and consumers.

The Conference features 22 presentations 
delivered by experts in their respective fields. 
You will hear representatives from the pri-
mary tire manufacturing industry, academia, 
government, tire and vehicle interests. Ex-
plore current topics that will have profound 
effects on business and technology.

You’ll hear what industry leaders have to 
say about future trends, the global forecast 
and their implications, developing industry 
alliances and partnerships, the latest study 
involving embedding piezoelectric-based 
actuators and sensors in “smart” tires, recent 
advances in Chinese tire machinery develop-
ment, and new technology for tracking tires.

And, you’ll learn how advanced tire tech-
nology is on the cusp of transforming global 
transportation systems, facts you need to 
know about natural rubber including what 
affects its volatile pricing, causes of  uneven 

steel cord distribution, the latest technol-
ogy in tire cord manufacturing, and the new 
paradigm of “Cooling Fin” technology.  

Additionally, you will gain insight on cur-
rent public policy challenges facing the tire 
industry, the changing role of management, 
the tire engineer and tire compounder in a 
litigious society, results of a heavy truck tire 
debris study, and new developments in the 
retreading industry.

And there is more you will learn...includ-
ing current trends in TPMS technology, how 
one company started a knowledge economy 
business in a mature market, an examination 
of global demand, trends, products, costs, 
materials, and future opportunities, and life-
cycle strategies in retreading, recycling and 
tire recovery.

As with previous conferences, there will 
be ample opportunity to interact with other 
key members of the industry to update your-
self on the latest business and technology 
strategies. You will benefit from your interac-
tion with top-notch speakers and other col-
leagues who have traditionally represented 
all aspects of the industry.

This is a comprehensive, interdisciplinary conference designed to address developments 
throughout the field of tire design, research, and manufacturing in all allied industries . . . 
whether directly or indirectly involved in tiremaking. If you—or another member of your 
organization—is involved with tires or tire materials, this conference is for you . . . especially:
•	 Product designers
•	 Product developers
•	 Fiber producers
•	 Industrial fabric  

weavers
•	 Product converters

•	 Plant engineers
•	 Quality control  

personnel
•	 R & D personnel
•	 Marketing researchers
•	 Rubber compounders
•	 Industrial fabric users

•	 Chemical  
manufacturers

•	 Industrial suppliers
•	 Production managers
•	 Scrap tire users 
•	 Scrap tire dealers

“Good variety of topics and good quality  
papers.”

Doug Major, Sumitomo Rubber Industries,  
Torrance, CA

“The overall conference was very, very positive!  
Great job organizers!  -  I will be back!!!!”

Brad Schultz, Alberta Recycling Management  
Authority, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

“A good representation of industry.   A good 
balance of presentations.  I very much like the 
format.” 

Lynn A. Bryant, Lanxess Corporation, Canton, OH

“Great conference!  I will attend again!!”
Bruce Wynd, Airboss Rubber Compounding,  

Johnson City, TN

Tire Industry Conference



companies now watch the Natural Rubber 
prices themselves trying to second-guess 
their buyers. What are the most important 
facts to know about this commodity and 
what affects its volatile pricing? What can 
you do to keep your company ahead of the 
curve? Don’t miss this presentation.

2:45 pm
“Faces and Places”
Join your colleagues for an opportunity 
to get to know each other and to improve 
the quality of your networking during the 
conference.

3:00 pm
Networking Refreshment Break
3:15 pm
Uneven Steel Cord Distribution  
in All Steel Truck Tires 
Pelmar Engineering, LTD 
Dov Derman, Ph.D., Director of Rubber 
Materials & Processes
The uneven steel cord defect appears oc-
casionally in all steel truck tires, and in most 
cases the tires are scrapped. There are many 
production processes which could be held 
responsible for the development of this de-
fect. Dr. Dov Derman will describe the me-
chanical model assumed and the extensive 
series of tests performed resulting in some 
definitions of the Minimum Tensile Elonga-
tion, as well as the maximum allowed 
standard deviation of the Modulus M100 
of the steel rubberizing green compound. 
Additional relevant causes of the defect will 
be covered including, thickness – uniformity 
of the steel ply, residual torsion of the steel 
cord, uniformity of the inner liner dimen-
sions and green properties. Dr. Derman also 
will provide information on how to correct 
these defects. 

3:50 pm
Latest Technology in Tire Cord 
Manufacturing
Kordsa Global, Turkey  
Hakan Tiftik, General Manager
You will examine emerging global tire 
production patterns and analyze Kordsa 
Global’s assessment of global supply and 
demand for nylon textile reinforcement 
materials.  You also will be provided in-
formation on nylon tire cord consumption 
future trends with a focus on high growth 
emerging markets and the dominance of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 
Hakan Tiftik will also provide a brief look 
at possible developments in nylon yarn for 
textile reinforcement.

4:30 pm
“Cooling Fin” Technology  
for Runflat Tires
Bridgestone/Firestone North  
American Tire, LLC  
Guy Walenga, Engineering Manager, 
North American Commercial Products

Your Conference Agenda
Day 1 
Wednesday, March 12, 2008
12 Noon
Pre-registration: Check in and receive  
materials at The Westin Resort Hilton Head.

12:45 pm
Welcome to the Conference and 
Opening Remarks
Helena C. Douglas, Conference Chairper-
son and Executive Director, Professional 
Advancement and Continuing Education, 
Clemson University and James C. Burns, 
Conference Co-Chairperson and Consultant

SESSION I
Moderator: Harvey Brodsky,  
	 Managing Director , Tire  
	 Retread and Repair  
	 Information Bureau

1:00 pm
Current Public Policy Challenges 
for the U.S. Tire Industry
Rubber Manufacturers Association 
Donald B. Shea, President and CEO
The U.S. tire industry continues to face pub-
lic policy challenges before Federal and State 
policymakers. Federal regulators are ex-
pected to announce a proposal for new truck 
tire testing standards and continue work on 
an aged durability test for passenger tires. In 
Congress, energy legislation under consider-
ation may include a consumer information 
program for tire fuel efficiency. Meanwhile, 
the industry continues to seek gains in scrap 
tire recovery rates at the State level. Hear Mr. 
Shea’s insight on these issues and current 
public policy challenges facing the industry.

1:35 pm
The Age of Intelligent Tires
Tire Industry Association (TIA) 
Kevin Rohlwing, Senior Vice President  
of Training
With the inclusion of a Tire Pressure Moni-
toring System (TPMS) on every new vehicle 
for an indefinite period of time, the age of 
intelligent tires is about to begin. As more 
and more drivers grow accustomed to the 
unprecedented access to data like tire infla-
tion pressure and temperature, performance 
expectations are destined to change over 
time. From the aftermarket tire and wheel 
enthusiast to the Soccer Mom, tires are going 
to become a component where consum-
ers expect a warning before they fail. This 
presentation will look at the current trends 
in TPMS technology and how they may 
ultimately impact every segment of the tire 
manufacturing and servicing industries.

2:10 pm 
Natural Rubber 101
RCMA Americas, Inc. 
Whitney H. Luckett, Vice President  
Sales & Marketing
Natural Rubber (NR) prices have more than 
doubled since 2005. Executives at many 

“Cooling Fin” technology was developed to 
direct airflow around the tire to minimize heat 
from sidewall deformation.  Discover how this 
technology can expand the vehicle applica-
tions of potential runflat tires from super-low 
profile high performance sidewall reinforced 
tires to tires for SUVs, CUVs, minivans, and 
large passenger tires.

5:05 pm
Panel Discussion
Take this opportunity to share your most 
pressing issues and gain meaningful insight 
from today’s speakers.

5:30 pm
Adjourn and Networking Social

Day 2 
Thursday, March 13, 2008

SESSION II
Moderator: Michael Wichhusen,  
	 Director of Industry Standards 
	 and Government Regulations 
	 Michelin North America

8:15 am
Opening Keynote 
The State of The Tire Industry:  
Are Happy Days Here To Stay?
University of Akron 
Dennis Byrne, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus  
of Economics
The tire industry has enjoyed a number of 
profitable years and currently is doing well. 
This talk will examine the reasons for the re-
surgence of the industry with emphasis on the 
economics of production and distribution and 
will examine how these factors affect the firms 
in the industry. The presentation will conclude 
with a forecast of the near and intermediate 
future of the tire industry.

8:50 am
A Tale of a Knowledge Economy 
Company in the Land of Tire Giants
Q Tires, Inc.  
Roy Bromfield, CEO
Q Tires is a technology company, global 
manufacturer and marketer of all-year, all-
weather tires containing patented, deployable 
“Studs on Cue” technology that eliminates the 
need for seasonal tire changes. The Q wireless 
activated technology enables studs to extend, 
on cue, from above the surface of the tire dur-
ing times of packed snow and ice, yet remain 
below the surface during gentler, normal 
conditions. Q Tires are designed in America to 
deliver better driving safety, convenience to 
the operator and the opportunity to preserve 
highways. The company maintains a USA 
– based R & D Center and a joint venture in 
Qingdao, China. Starting a knowledge econ-
omy company from scratch (with only a cool 
technology in the bank) and preparing it for 
market in a mature and unique tire industry, 
is like no other experience in life. Come live 
some of the adventure!

Call Kay James at (864) 656-2200 to enroll. Or register online at www.clemson.edu/success



Tire Technology 2020 – Tires  
for a Mobile World
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber  
Company  
William M. (Bill) Hopkins, Vice President 
Technology and Strategic Initiatives
The world is undergoing tremendous 
growth, particularly in emerging market 
economies. A fundamental key to sustain-
ing growth is the significant role advanced 
tire technology will play in future global 
transportation systems. The technology-
packed, high performing new products 
currently in the market or on the threshold 
will further transform our customers’ lives.  
They are more creative, more inventive, and 
more technically advanced than anything 
our industry’s most creative minds could 
have imagined only a generation ago.  You 
will explore these new and advanced tire 
technologies and discover how they will 
enhance the safety, comfort, and efficiency 
of future transportation.

Session III
Moderator: Jacob Peled,  
	 Managing Director,  
	 Pelmar Engineering Ltd.

1:30 pm
A Case Study for Industry’s  
Involvement in Regulatory  
Matters
Michelin North America 
Michael Wischhusen, Director,  
Industry Standards &  
Government Regulations
The TREAD Act made it clear that we can 
no longer simply ignore calls for increased 
regulation on our businesses and products.  
Based on one very real, current case on tire 
rolling resistance and its impact on vehicle 
fuel economy you will explore the questions 
of when, why and how we as an industry 
can participate in the regulatory process 
whose  decisions impact our businesses for 
decades.

2:05 pm
Lifecycle Strategies for  
Market Focused Sustainable  
Development
EER Limited  
Anne S. Evans, CEO
In today’s environment tire manufacturers 
are compelled by political, social, economic 
and consumer pressures to develop life 
cycle strategies, conserve resources and en-
courage sustainable manufacturing.  Anne 
will provide an update on how retreading, 
recycling, tire recovery and the use of recov-
ered materials for new tire production have 
addressed these concerns.

2:40 pm 
Recent Developments and  
the Future Outlook of Tire  
Machinery Manufacturing  
from China’s Perspective

Tianjin Saiziang Technology Co., Ltd 
Zhang Jianhao, General Manager
Based upon the overall development of the 
Chinese tire industry, Chinese tire machinery 
development and advances in the develop-
ment of the Chinese radial tire industry, 
China is rapidly becoming a leader in new 
technology development in tire manufactur-
ing.  Mr. Jianhao will discuss these factors 
and recent developments in tire machinery in 
support of the conclusion that China is about 
to become the center of world tire machinery 
manufacturing. 

3:15 pm
Refreshment Break 
3:30 pm
Building the Tire Industry 
Through Market-Driven Alliances 
and Partnerships
DK Enterprices  
Denise Kennedy, President
This session will explore the escalation in 
strategic alliances and partnerships being 
formed between rubber suppliers, proces-
sors, tire derived fuel users, retreaders, 
rubber and product manufacturers, national 
technology centers, testing laboratories, and 
government agencies in the tire derived ma-
terial arena. Denise will chart the metamor-
phosis of a whole tire through market driven 
alliances and partnerships to material ready 
for distribution and consumption. She will 
review how these alliances and partnerships 
help reduce missed opportunities, overcome 
imbalances in supply and demand, reduce 
market barriers and myths, and ultimately 
help the tire derived markets gain market 
acceptance.

4:05 pm 
A New Way to Track Tires  
From Cradle to Grave
TireStamp Corporation 
Peggy J. Fisher, President
Tires are the second highest operating cost 
in fleet management.  As a result, fleets have 
continually attempted to manage these as-
sets in the most cost effective and efficient 
manner possible, ranging from an index card 
system, to rubberized bar codes, to RFID 
tags.  Peggy will tell us about a promising 
new method which has been developed that 
does not require a permanent tag to uniquely 
identify and track individual tires through-
out their life cycle.

4:40 pm
Panel Discussion
Gain expert advice and clarification on the 
important issues of your organization.

5:15 pm
Adjourn 
Free Evening to tour Hilton Head Island - 
Relax at the Beach - or Network with fellow 
participants.

9:25 am 
Embedding Piezoelectric-Based 
Actuators and Sensors in “Smart 
Tires”
Clemson University 
Nader Jalili, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering
“Smart Tires” embedded with piezoelec-
tric materials will autonomously sense 
and respond to changing road condi-
tions and provide tire shape modulation. 
Explore the work being done at Clemson 
using a mechatronics approach to imple-
ment this concept.  This study involves 
experimental characterization and model-
ing of the system, real-time behavior 
monitoring, and computer-based control 
of the system through piezoelectric patch 
actuators.

10:00 am
Refreshment Break
10:15 am
Innovative Marketing  
Techniques Using Grassroots 
Research
Nitto Tire of North America, Inc. 
Tomo Mizutani, President
Discover how Nitto Tire successfully 
markets to the off-road tire market using 
grassroots research. You will learn how 
they capitalize on innovation, exclusiv-
ity and knowledge of the customer’s 
demands to build sales.  Mr. Mizutani will 
share how their unique R&D philosophy 
coupled with product enthusiasm has 
increased sales.  You’ll also discover how 
they closed the cultural gap with head-
quarters located in Japan and improved 
product development processes. 

10:50 am 
Tire Inflation - Consideration  
of Gas Partial Pressures 
Continental Tire – North America 
Donald D. Amos, Manager  
Industrial Standards & Government  
Regulations 
This presentation reviews recently pub-
lished information on nitrogen inflation 
of tires from the consumer perspective. 
Oxygen and nitrogen permeation rates are 
presented along with the effect on infla-
tion gas partial pressures. The effect of 
pressure top-off is presented; the thermo-
oxidative aging process is discussed and 
compared to available laboratory test 
methods. Ramifications to the consumer 
will also be given. Discussion of Rolling 
Resistance data is presented which will 
likely influence the fuel economy.

11:25 am
Panel Discussion
Your expert speakers from today will pro-
vide insights into your specific problems.

12:00 Noon
Luncheon and Speaker 

Call Kay James at (864) 656-2200 to enroll. Or register online at www.clemson.edu/success



Day 3 
Friday, March 14, 2008

SESSION IV
Moderator: Peggy J. Fisher, President, 
	 TireStamp, Inc.

8:15 am 
Latest Legal Aspects of the  
Tire Industry
ARDL, Inc. (Akron Rubber  
Development Laboratory, Inc.) 
Jerry J. Leyden, President
Jerry will examine the changing role of 
the tire engineer and tire compounder in 
a litigious society, and the corresponding 
changing role of management as they deal 
with forensics, litigation, science, expert wit-
nesses, the government, technical societies, 
and their associated costs.

8:50 am
Heavy Truck Tire Debris Study
University of Michigan  
Transportation Research Institute 
Oliver Page Ph.D., Research Fellow
Trucking fleets and commercial vehicle 
owners utilize new and retread tires on 
their vehicles in the U.S.  Retreads are used 
primarily for cost savings purposes.  How-
ever, the general public has the perception 
that retreads are less safe than new tires 
as evidenced by the amount of tire debris 
found on the side of U.S. interstate high-
ways. Oliver Page will provide details and 
results of a study of truck tire debris and 
discarded tire casings completed by UMTRI 
under contract from NHTSA.  He also will 
present the methodology from this investi-
gation into the underlying causes of truck 
tire failures and he will provide an overview 
of the crash safety problem associated with 
heavy truck tire failures

9:25 am 
What’s New In Retreading  
In The 21st Century
Tire Retread and Repair  
Information Bureau  
Harvey Brodsky, Managing Director
The concept of retreading a tire is approach-
ing its 100th birthday.  You will trace the 
evolution of retreads from its primitive 
early days to today’s retreads, produced in 
modern high quality retread plants, which 
have an adjustment rate as low as, and in 
many cases, lower than the best new tires.  
You will review the latest technology, new 
developments in rubber chemistry, and 
innovative tread designs to gain insight into 
the exciting future ahead for the retread 
industry and its customers.

“The Clemson Tire Indus-
try Conference is more than 
worthwhile - both for the infor-
mation presented and for the 
networking opportunities.”

Harvey Brodsky 
Tire Retread Information Bureau 

Pacific Grove, CA

“Well organized; good quality 
people.” 

Dean F. Rascoe 
ASA Tire Systems, Nashua, NH

“My first time and I’m glad 
I came - enjoyed variety 
of subject areas covered 
and presenters were very 
knowledgeable and handled 
questions very well.” 

Reuben DeBolt 
Cooper Tire & Rubber Company 

Findlay, OH

“Presentations were very 
thorough and relevant to to-
day’s markets. Conference is 
extremely well organized and 
features excellent presentations 
by industry leaders” 

Michael Parham 
Lanxess 

Hendersonville, TN

“Excellent speakers with years 
of industry experience and 
perspective. This conference 
provided an excellent overview 
of the trends and focused ac-
tivities in the tire industry.”

Steve Sattler 
MTS Systems 

Eden Prairie, MN

“I’m a ‘first timer’ and new 
to the tire industry. This con-
ference was a great tool in 
broadening my general knowl-
edge of our industry. Will be 
back next year!” 

Mike Hillard, INVISTA 
Charlotte, NC

“A great variety of topics from 
people with various different 
backgrounds.” 

Chenchy Jeffrey Lin 
Bridgestone Americas, Research 

Akron, OH

10:00 am
Refreshment Break
10:15 am
An Examination of Global  
Demand, Evolution and Outlook 
for Tire Products
Pelmar Engineering Italy  
Giuseppe Cappellazzo, Ph.D.,  
Managing Director
You will take an in-depth look at the tire 
market with an emphasis on how we got to 
where we are, present day events, and what 
the future looks like from today’s vantage 
point. You will be provided with detailed 
information regarding costs, materials, and 
geographical differentials in the indus-
try. You also will examine the facts, figures 
and actions of major and minor tire manu-
facturers during the past five years, and as 
a result, the outlook and  future opportuni-
ties for the tire business. You will  explore 
ideas  on how to thrive in a continually 
evolving world market, including build-up 
and consolidation considerations.

10:50 am
RFID Tags and Tires…Sales  
Potential Becoming a Reality 
Advanced ID Corporation  
Michael T. McGrail, Director Sales,  
Americas 
Advanced ID Corporation has been at the 
forefront of creating demand for RFID tags 
as a tracking device for tires across the globe 
for the last two years. Learn how RFID in 
tires is being embraced by tire manufactur-
ers, tire management software providers, 
truck fleets and retreaders. Discover how 
each vertical market is leveraging technol-
ogy to accomplish their objectives. Catch up 
on the critical milestones reached and what 
to expect in the coming months. Plus, find 
out who outside the tire industry wants to 
see RFID in tires succeed and the specific 
actions they have taken to-date.

11:25 am
Panel Discussion
Learn from the experience and best practices 
of an outstanding panel of speakers

11:50 am
Conference Adjournment

Call Kay James at (864) 656-2200 to enroll. Or register online at www.clemson.edu/success



Meet Your Speakers & Moderators
Donald D. Amos is Manager, Industrial 
Standards & Government Regulations for 
Continental Tire-North America, where he 
has been employed for more than 38 years. 
Don is very active in the SAE, ASTM, and 
ISO. He is a graduate of the University of 
Maryland with a B.S. degree in mechanical 
engineering. He is registered as a Profes-
sional Engineer in Ohio and has been deeply 
involved in both consumer safety and high-
way safety.

Harvey Brodsky is Managing Direc-
tor of the Tire Retread and Repair Informa-
tion Bureau. Harvey began his career in the 
retread tire industry with one of the world’s 
largest suppliers of retread equipment. He 
went on to become Director of Operations 
for a large chain of tire stores. Harvey is a 
well-known speaker throughout the world. 
Additionally, he has written numerous 
articles concerning retreading and has been 
a featured weekly guest on “The Open Road 
Café’” radio program. Harvey is featured 
monthly on the Midnight Trucking Radio 
Network.

Roy Bromfield is a 23 year tire industry 
veteran and CEO of Q Tires, Inc. He is past 
CEO and President of TCI Tire Centers, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Michelin North 
America, Inc. Prior to that, he was Vice Presi-
dent of Marketing and Sales for Michelin 
North America, Inc. where he led a large, in-
ternational sales and marketing team to more 
than $1 billion in sales, serving customers 
in the aftermarket, original equipment and 
national account sectors. Roy is a graduate of 
the United States Military Academy at West 
Point. He earned an MBA degree from Emory 
University.

Dr. Dennis M. Byrne is Professor Emeri-
tus of Economics at the University of Akron 
where he taught for 25 years. He has been an 
observer and analyst of the tire industry for 
more than thirty years. He also has consulted 
for major tire companies, several major rub-
ber companies, and he has been a columnist 
for Tire Review magazine. He continues to be 
a frequent lecturer on the economics of the 
tire industry as well as to suppliers of the 
industry. 

Dr. Giuseppe Cappellazzo is Manag-
ing Director of Pelmar Engineering, Italy. 
He began his tire career as Heavy Duty Tire 
Development Manager at Bridgestone Tech-
nical Center in Rome, Italy. He also served as 
Vice President of R&D at Trellebory Wheel 
System in Rome, Italy prior to joining Pelmar 
Engineering.

Dr. Dov Derman is Director of Rubber 
Materials and Processes for Pelmar Engineer-
ing, Ltd. of Italy. He earned a B.S. degree in 
chemical engineering from the Technion-Is-

rael Institute of Technology and his Ph.D in 
materials science from Technion. For many 
years he worked for Rafael, a government 
research and development organization 
where he held a range of R&D management 
positions. He established a technology 
incubator which provides technical and 
financial support to entrepreneurs. Previ-
ously, Dr. Derman led the engineering and 
development at Alliance Tire Company.

Anne Evans is Chief Executive of 
EER Limited, an international waste tire 
management company specializing in U.S. 
military and government waste tyres. Anne 
also is President of TYRES 2000 Limited, an 
international tire trader and reseller. Anne 
has extensive and varied experience in the 
tire industry and has served as an expert 
witness in U.S. courts. She is founder of 
Elm Energy & Recycling Limited, the larg-
est power station in the U.K. Anne has held 
numerous leadership positions in associa-
tions and business groups. She has been 
featured in numerous prestigious publica-
tions and was named Foreign Investor of 
the Year in 1994 by Corporate Relocation 
Magazine, and was awarded the Industry 
Pioneer Award by the Tire Industry As-
sociation in 1993.

Peggy Fisher is President of TireStamp, 
Inc., a tire asset management solutions 
company. Prior to joining TireStamp in 2006 
Peggy was recognized as North America’s 
leading independent truck tire and wheel 
expert, and she regularly consulted with 
fleets, suppliers, and manufacturers. Peggy 
is among the leaders of the Technology 
& Maintenance Council of the American 
Trucking Association. Currently she chairs 
3 tire and wheel task forces. She has been a 
full member of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers since 1983. Peggy is President of 
the Tire Association, and writes a column 
for “Crain’s Tire Business”. She holds BS 
and MBA degrees from Kent State Univer-
sity.

William M. Hopkins is Vice President, 
Technology and Strategic Initiatives for The 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. He has 
held a variety of positions for Goodyear 
including chief engineer for international 
auto tire development at their Luxem-
bourg Technical Center, leader of the radial 
race tire development program, various 
management positions for light truck tires, 
general manager for multi-purpose vehicle 
and specialty tires, Director of Tire Technol-
ogy for North America, and Vice President, 
Worlwide Tire Technology. He holds 27 
patents for tire developments. He is a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
Tire Society, Inc., International Committee 
of Industrial Research Institute, Execu-

tive Committee and the Board of Trustees 
of Children’s Hospital Medical Center of 
Akron.

Dr. Nader JALILI is Associate Profes-
sor of Mechanical Engineering at Clemson 
University and Director of Clemson Univer-
sity’s Smart Structures and NEMS Labo-
ratory. He also is the Technical Editor of 
IEEE/ASME Transactions on Mechatronics, 
Associate Editor of ASME Journal of Dy-
namic Systems Measurement and Control, 
founding chair of the technical committee 
on Vibration and Control of Smart Struc-
tures, member of ASME Technical Commit-
tee on Vibration and Sound. He has served 
as Program Chair for several technical 
conferences. He has authored/co-authored 
more than 200 peer-referenced technical 
publications including 55 journal papers. 
Dr. Jalili is the recipient of many awards 
including the 2007 Clemson University 
Outstanding Young Investigator Award. He 
earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees from Sharif 
University of Technology, Tehran, Iran and 
his Doctorate in Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of Connecticut.

Zhang Jianhao is General Manager 
of Tianjin Saiziang Technology Co., Ltd 
in Tianjin, China. Additionally, he is Vice 
President for the Tianjin Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce. He has many years 
of experience as a senior engineer in the 
machinery manufacturing field. He holds 
a science degree and an MBA degree from 
Tianjin Nankai University.

Denise Kennedy is President of DK En-
terprises, an organization which introduces 
prospective businesses for future alliances 
and partnerships, sourcing rubber feedstock 
for clients, inventory and market assess-
ment studies for the private and public sec-
tor, equipment selection, and development 
of multi-state customer and transportation 
databases and logistics planning. A new 
focus for the company is helping businesses 
to identify and establish product testing 
protocol that leads to product certification. 
Denise has 14 years of operating experience 
with Waste Recovery, Inc. where she served 
as Vice President. She is a board member 
of the Tire and Rubber Recycling Advisory 
Council, a member of the Tire Retread and 
Repair Information Bureau, and a mem-
ber of the U.S. Mexico Border Scrap Tire 
Workgroup.

Jerry Leyden is President of Akron Rub-
ber Development Laboratory, Inc. Previous-
ly he worked as Tire Development Manger 
for Firestone Tire & Rubber Company. He 
also was the Law Department liason at 
Firestone for 5 years. His work experience 
includes serving as Executive Vice President 
for Midwest Elastomers. He has extensive 

Call Kay James at (864) 656-2200 to enroll. Or register online at www.clemson.edu/success



Accommodations
Rooms and meals except for the luncheon and continen-
tal breakfasts are at the participant’s expense. A block of 
rooms is being held at The Westin Resort, Hilton Head 
Island, Two Grasslawn Avenue, Hilton Head Island, SC. 
Call The Westin at 843-681-4000 and mention that you 
are attending this Clemson University event to get the 
special room rate of $145 for an island view or $175 for 
an ocean view room before February 19, 2008. The Westin 
Resort boasts three championship golf courses, 16 tennis 
courts featuring all three Grand Slam surfaces, 3 restau-
rants, and a full-service health club. The resort includes 
outdoor pools, children’s pool, indoor heated pool and 
sauna. A $16 taxi ride from Hilton Head Airport deliv-
ers you to this four-diamond resort. Savannah, Georgia 
offers a larger airport just 45 minutes away. 

Accommodations: 

experience as a failure analyst and expert 
witness in tires and rubber products. He is 
a member of SAE, SPE, ACS, Rubber Divi-
sion ACS, ASTM, and ACFE. Jerry holds a 
B.S. degree in chemistry from Ohio State 
University and an MBA degree in Finance/
Management from the University of Akron.

Whitney H. Luckett is Vice President 
of Sales and Marketing for RCMA Ameri-
cas, Inc. She started trading commodities 
in 1984 for Cargill’s corn milling division 
where she became involved in Southeast 
Asian commodities. For the past 20 years 
Whitney has been in the natural rubber 
trade and her current position with one of 
the industry’s largest dealers allows her to 
analyze today’s conditions with a unique 
historical perspective.

Michael T. McGrail is Director of 
Sales, America for Advanced ID Corpora-
tion. He has more than 20 years of experi-
ence developing creative marketing solu-
tions for national brands competing in more 
than 45 product/service categories. His 
work in sales promotion resulted in selling 
and developing more than 120 promotion 
campaigns. His diverse successes include 
driving purchase of cigarettes in Venezuela 
to motivating contributions to the Archdio-
cese of New York. Michael began his career 
in New York City for two of the top ten 
agencies in the world, BBDO and Sattchi & 
Sattchi.

Tomo Mizutani is President of Nitto 
Tire North America, Inc. After graduating 
from Kobe University in Japan he was men-
tored by Dr. Amano, the tire specialist of Ja-
pan. Tomo’s work in tire related businesses 
brought him to more than 30 countries. He 
came to the U.S. in 1992 with Nitto Tire and 
has since visited all 50 states researching 
customer prospects and potential markets. 

Dr. Oliver Page is a Research Fellow at 
the Transportation Safety Analysis Division 
of the University of Michigan Transporta-
tion Research Institute. Currently, he is in-
volved in the study of commercial truck and 
bus safety issues. Recently, Dr. Page served 
as assistant investigator in the Heavy Truck 
Tire Debris Study where he directed and 

coordinated stakeholder logistics of a tire 
debris collection exercise and conducted a 
critical assessment of the propensity of tire 
debris, truck tire failures and truck retread 
tire durability to impact highway safety. 
Dr. Page holds a Ph.D. in civil engineer-
ing from the University of South Florida, 
an M.S. degree in transportation planning 
and engineering from the University of 
Southampton (England), and a B.S. degree 
in maritime studies from the University 
of Wales. He also earned a Certificate in 
Logistics Management from the University 
of Johannesburg in South Africa.

Jacob Peled is Managing Director and 
CEO of the Pelmar Group which deals 
primarily in tire and rubber machinery, 
engineering and design of production lines 
and/or complete plants. He previously 
served as the Chief Advisor to the Israeli 
Defense Forces in tires and rubber. He 
received his B.S. degree in chemistry and 
his MBA degree from Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem. Jacob has lectured in several 
advanced courses on polymer science in 
Manchester and Liverpool, U.K. and Akron, 
Ohio.

Kevin Rohlwing started his career in 
the tire business as a technician in his fam-
ily’s retail and commercial tire dealership. 
He also worked as a salesman and service 
manager. In 1996 Kevin joined the Interna-
tional Tire & Rubber Association, prede-
cessor to the Tire Industry Association, as 
Commercial Tire Service Director. Presently, 
Kevin is Senior Vice President of Training 
and he serves as editor of TIA’s publication, 
Today’s Tire Industry. He is a graduate of 
Carthage College.

Donald B. Shea is President and CEO 
of the Rubber Manufacturers Association 
(RMA). Don led RMA’s lobbying effort 
on the TREAD Act, possibly the most 
influential enacted legislation affecting the 
tire industry. Under his leadership, RMA 
launched a multi-year, multi-million dol-
lar consumer education campaign on tire 
safety. Prior to joining RMA, he served as 
President and CEO of the American Cham-
ber of Shipping, Group Vice President of 

the American Plastics Council, President of 
a start-up association, the Council for Solid 
Waste Solutions, and President of the U.S. 
Brewers Association. Don is a recognized 
leader in the association community and he 
serves on the Executive Committee of the 
American Tort Reform Association Board 
of Directors, Chair-Elect of the American 
Society of Association Executive Board of 
Directors, Committee of 100 for the U.S. 
Chambers of Commerce, and the Council 
of Manufacturing Association, Board of 
Directors, NAM. He graduated with a B.A. 
degree from Colgate University and a J.D. 
degree with distinction from George Mason 
University School of Law. 

Hakan Tiftik is General Manager 
of Kordsa Global. He has held various 
management positions with the company, 
including Financial Manager, Logistics Di-
rector, and Commercial Director EMEA of 
Kordsa Global. Previously he was Manag-
ing Director of Interkordsa, Germany and 
Global Business Director for Single End 
Cord. He holds a B.S. degree in mechanical 
engineering and an MBA degree.

Guy Walenga is a 30 year veteran of the 
tire industry, of which 25 years have been 
with Bridgestone/Firestone. He is responsi-
ble for all commercial products for Bridge-
stone/Firestone and Dayton, replacement 
markets for OEMs and for the company’s 
Mileage Sales Leasing group. Previously, 
Guy has held positions in OEM engineering 
management and field management.

Michael WICHHUSEN is Director of 
Industry Standards and Government Regu-
lations at Michelin North America. An em-
ployee of Michelin for more than 24 years, 
in tire design and marketing roles, he cur-
rently manages Michelin’s North American 
standards and product regulatory activity 
as well as international coordination of the 
same for Groupe Michelin. Prior to joining 
Michelin, Michael worked for the fuel sys-
tems division of General Motors. He holds 
a Bachelors degree and a Masters degree in 
mechanical engineering from the University 
of Rochester, Rochester, New York.



Clemson University 
P.O. Box 912 
Clemson, SC 29633-0912

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

CLEMSON UNIVERSITY

 Registration Request
Tire Industry Conference • (TI)
March 12 –14, 2008 • Westin Resort • Hilton Head, SC

FEE:	 q  $995	 q  $895 each (for 2 or more from  
the same company registered at the same time)

Name #1 _________________________________ (Title) _ _______________________________
Name #2 _________________________________ (Title)_________________________________
Name #3 _________________________________ (Title) _ _______________________________
E-Mail #1_____________________ #2_____________________ #3_ ______________________
Ph.#( _____ )_______________________________Fax# ( _____ )___________________________
Organization _ __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________  __________________________________________________
Approving Manager ___________  ____________(Title) _________________________________ 

Please do not remove mailing label

Method of Payment  

q Check enclosed (Payable to Clemson University) 
q Payment being processed (letter of intent/P.O. enclosed) 

q	 q	 q 

Card No._ _________________________ Exp. Date________

Priority Code
8 S T I 1 .

March 12–14, 2008
Westin Resort 

Hilton Head Island • Hilton Head, SC

“The speakers were experts in their fields 
and provided thought-provoking insight 
into topics that those of us that are not 
experts in those areas will benefit from for 
years to come.” 

—Terry Ruip,  
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Akron, OH

Help us serve you better. Enter 
or tell us the characters from 
your mailing label.

Clemson University is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Please return this entire page 
(or a photocopy) to: 

Clemson University
P.O. Box 912 
Clemson, SC 29633-0912

5 Easy Ways  
to Register

	 ONLINE . . . 
	 www.clemson.edu/		
	 success

	 FAX . . . 
	 registration to  
	 (864) 656-3997
	 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

	 CALL . . .
	 Kay James at  
	 (864) 656-2200
	 E-Mail . . .
	 odcereg-l@clemson.edu
	 MAIL . . . 
	 your registration  
	 request to:
	 Clemson University 
	 P.O. Box 912 
	 Clemson, SC 29633-0912

Your Registration Fee  
Includes …
tuition, workbook, program materials, 
continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks, 
networking luncheon and social reception. 
Lodging and other meals are not included. 
A registration desk will be located outside 
the meeting room at 12:00 pm the first day 
of the program.

Bring Your Team – Save $100 
Per Person!
Gain maximum value for your organization 
by attending as a team. If you enroll two 
or more people, you’ll receive a discount 
of $100 per person! Enroll online today or 
call your Customer Service Specialist, Kay 
James, at (864) 656-2200.

Your Benefits  
Are Guaranteed!
We are confident your organization will 
gain important insights from this program. 
If you’re not satisfied with this conference, 
you will receive an immediate refund of 
your entire registration fee.

Cancellation Policy
A $25 processing fee will be applied should 
you need to cancel and want a refund. Reg-
istration payments will be held on account 
for one year for cancellations received less 
than 5 business days before the conference. 
Substitutions can be made at any time.

The 24th Annual

Tire Industry 
Conference
For the Domestic and International  
Tire Industry - Including Suppliers  
and Allied Industries

(P.O. # or tuition must be received by conference start date.)




